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Drilling holes in a creek
Miller Trucking and Excavating
workers use a foundation drilling rig to dig shafts Nov. 6 at
the Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site. After tearing out the
Downey Trace pedestrian bridge
in October, the shafts mark the
beginning of building a replacement bridge that will span the
widened Hoover Creek as part of
a $3.6 million flood mitigation
project. The drilling rig occasionally produced a loud clanging
sound caused by the operator
quickly spinning and stopping
the drill to shake off a buildup of
mud. The work also includes digging a 10-acre, dry-bottom retention basin and using dirt to build
sound barriers near Interstate 80.
Gregory R. Norfleet/West Branch Times

BRIEFS

App helps Fawcett save $$
while aiding environment
and less expensive.
McAndrew said farmers
try to find reasonable measures to minimize nitrate
losses, too, and implement
a variety of land-use changes that work best for their
fields.

By Gregory R. Norfleet
gregory.norfleet@westbranchtimes.com

Olson wins governor’s award
Mia Olson was selected in April to represent West
Branch High School as a Governor’s Scholar Honoree.
The program recognizes students for their record
of consistent academic excellence during high
school.
Olson was selected by the administration and
teachers at WBHS for the recognition program.

Certain renters may get $$$ help
The Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation
(EIRHC) was awarded $364,000 in funding by the
Iowa Finance Authority through the federal HOME
program in order to assist eligible renters impacted
by the August 10, 2020 derecho.
The funding awarded to the EIRHC may assist
eligible Iowans who resided in Benton, Boone,
Cedar, Clinton, Jasper, Linn, Marshall, Polk,
Poweshiek, Scott, Story or Tama County at the time
of the natural disaster.
Eligible renters must also have a household income
of at or below 60% of the area median income.
Renters in need of assistance are encouraged to
contact the Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation to apply for assistance.
Please call (563) 588-1963 or email Mindy Wiley
at mwiley@ecia.org with any additional questions
or to apply.

Siegling turning 95
Blanche Siegling will celebrate
her 95th birthday on Dec. 8,
2020.
Those wishing to send cards
may make them out to 3140
Oasis Road NE, West Branch,
IA 52358.
Blanche Siegling

POLICE BRIEFS
The West Branch Police Department recently released the department’s call log for October 2020.
The department handled 157 calls for the month.
The West Branch Police Department:
• Made 17 traffic stops, resulting in three citations
for speeding and three for “other.”
• Responded to 14 requests to speak with an officer and six calls for assistance, and made 14 calls
to gather information.
• Received two reports of a fraud/scam, both of
which resulted in a report being initiated.
• Received 17 calls regarding mental persons, all
of which were handled with no report.
• Responded to two calls regarding burglaries, one
of which resulted in an arrest being made.
• Received one call of vandalism, resulting in a
report being initiated.
— Joanne Salemink

Farmer Ken Fawcett said
a new nitrate measuring system helps him save money
in testing and fertilizer while
also contributing to conserving not only local waterways
but the Gulf of Mexico.
Further, he adopted new
steps to measure the volume
of nitrates lost to adjust how
much fertilizer to use in the
next application.
After seeing how the new
system benefited him, he
wants to spread the word to
other farmers to create interest and raise concerns.
“Everybody can do a better job” with land management, he said.
Fawcett said the Deltares
app, which he can use at no
cost, makes reading commonly used Hach test strips
more accurate than an eyeball comparison. Also, he
said the app comes close
enough to laboratory testing
to reduce his need for it, saving him money.
Deltares takes the comparison strip of pink to red
squares found on the Hach
test-strip bottle and puts it
on a business card next to a
black stripe. The user then
places the test strip next to
the card and takes a picture
of the two through the app,
which uses the black stripe
as a point of reference and
measures the lighting in the
room to make the best comparison.
Second, by partnering
with a water-quality monitoring service — Fawcett
uses MB Water — he got a
better idea of the magnitude
of nitrates flowing off his
fields so he could find ways
to hold back those important nutrients and trim the
expense of replacing them.
“I’m trying to find ways
to reduce my environmental
impact,” Fawcett said.
Excess levels of nitrates
in streams, rivers, and lakes
that then get into drinking water can lead to “blue
baby syndrome” and elevated risks of both shortterm and chronic health
concerns, according to the
Conservation
Learning
Group after reviewing studies by Iowa State University.
In the Gulf of Mexico, an
excess of nitrates created a
“dead zone” where fish and
aquatic insects cannot survive, which led to the State
of Iowa’s Water Quality
Initiative, a variety of measures to encourage more
environmentally friendly
farming practices.

Measuring loss

To measure nitrate loss,
MB Water sees how long
a drainage tile — or box
culvert — takes to fill a fivegallon bucket and measures
the water’s speed by timing how long it takes for
an object to float a certain
distance. MB Water owner
Matt McAndrew said that
by doing this at various
times throughout the growing season and by running

Conservation

The Deltares app allows landowners to classify the
nitrate samples by source.
Screen shot of the Nitrate App by Deltares

Fawcett started implementing conservation practices more than two decades
ago, starting with efforts to
reduce erosion. He said he
probably started tracking
nitrate loss with Hach strips
a decade ago.
Over those two decades,
he implemented prairie
strips, no-till farming, contour farming, cover crops,
saturated buffers, grass filter
strips, and planting trees to
create repairing buffers near
streams.
Fawcett estimates he uses
600 to 700 acres of cover
crops, usually rye, which he
started about a dozen years
ago. The repairing buffer is
probably the oldest practice
for him, which he started
about 22 years ago.
“It’s done in little steps,”
Fawcett said. “You can’t
learn to grow cover crops
overnight.”
Fawcett also got a better
handle on his drainage system by contacting the Iowa
State University Extension
service, which created a map
that shows him all of his
drain tile and where they
meet to empty. McAndrew
encouraged others to do
the same by contacting the
Iowa City engineer, Kristina
Tebockhorst at 319-3372145.

CRP’s impact

In farmer Ken Fawcett’s case, he hired MB Water to
measure nitrate concentrations and runoff. MB Water
combined commonly used methods with emerging
technology, including a smartphone app.
Gregory R. Norfleet/West Branch Times

a few calculations, they can
help a farmer better estimate
how much fertilizer to apply.
“It’s never perfect in the
field, but you do the best
you can,” he said. “It’s not
difficult the check concentration (levels) but it is difficult to check losses due to
load.”
Thankfully, McAndrew
said, the Iowa Corn Growers
Association, Iowa Corn and
other groups will provide
farmers with Hach strips
for free. And farmers can

acquire the Deltares card at
little to no cost by sending an email to joachim.
rozemeijer@deltares.nl, a
subsurface and water quality specialist who works for
the company headquartered
in the Netherlands. The
Nitrate App by Deltares is
free to download on Google
Play and Apple’s App Store.
McAndrew noted that
farmers pay $14.50 for lab
tests and it can take a week
to get results back, making
the Deltares system faster

The government became
concerned about waterway
contaminants in the 1950s,
but ramped up its efforts
in the 1985 Farm Bill that
created the Conservation
Reserve Program that pays
farmers or landowners for
taking some acres out of
production to instead use
them for conservation practices. In Iowa, landowners
today collect more than
$392 million in rental payments for 23 million acres
of highly erodable and environmentally sensitive land
now covered by conservation practices, according to
the Iowa State University
Extension.
Fawcett said the government funding helps replace
some of the money lost
by not farming those acres
and considers it important
because it also helps pay
property taxes normally covered by selling crops.
However, he spoke hesitantly about that, noting
that there is no guarantee
Congress will continue to
fund the CRP.
McAndrew agreed that
conservation farming practices take years to implement.
“Few farmers have all
the conservation practices
in place that Ken does,” he
said.

